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Introduction: Iranian society is currently facing significant
challenges for various reasons, including economic insecurity, which
has led to changes in the field of social values, especially values
surrounding marriage. The main goal of this article is to identify the
orientation of marriage values due to economic insecurity among
residents of marginalized neighborhoods in comparison to non-
marginalized neighborhoods in Tehran city.

Method: This research was conducted with a mixed, qualitative
(grounded theory) and quantitative (survey) approach and purposeful
and theoretical sampling. For this purpose, in the qualitative part, 30
in-depth and semi-structured interviews were conducted with women
and men over 18 years of age in marginalized neighborhoods of areas
4 and 19, as well as for comparison with other non- marginalized
neighborhoods in the same areas, and in the quantitative part, 400
guestionnaires were collected from the same statistical population.
Findings: The qualitative section, based on the findings, selected
categories of “representation of marriage as an essential institution of
order and survival in the context of value transition” and “economic
insecurity and tendency towards material values of marriage” were
constructed. The quantitative section also showed that marginalized
neighborhoods were the highest, at 84.6 percent, and non-
marginalized neighborhoods were 72.8 percent, inclined toward
eclectic materialistic values.

Conclusion: Due to the widespread economic insecurity in all studied
neighborhoods, both marginalized and non- marginalized, the social
values of marriage have tended towards material values, which
indicates the polarization of social values of marriage.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

Iranian society is currently facing significant challenges for various reasons, including
economic insecurity, which has led to changes in social values, especially values surrounding
marriage. Initial observations and interviews conducted by the author in neighborhoods of
Tehran showed that despite the status of family formation, the social values of marriage have
undergone major and fundamental changes due to economic insecurity. According to Inglehart's
theory of value transformation, individual priorities are a reflection of the social and economic
environments that govern his life. This theory states that countries that enjoy a relatively higher
degree of economic, political, and social order gradually tend toward post-material values, such
as freedom of expression, improving the quality of the urban environment, and forming humane
and rational societies.

Accordingly, the main purpose of this article is to identify the orientation of marriage values
due to economic insecurity among residents of marginalized neighborhoods compared to non-
marginalized neighborhoods in Tehran. This study attempts to answer two questions and one
hypothesis by relying on a sociological approach and Inglehart's theory of value changes and a
mixed research method. The main research question is: Which direction is the direction of social
values of marriage due to economic insecurity in marginalized neighborhoods of Districts 4 and
19 of Tehran compared to non- marginalized neighborhoods in the mentioned areas? What are
the most important factors and effective contexts in the formation of marriage values due to
economic insecurity in these two types of neighborhoods? Research hypothesis: There is a
significant difference between value types and marginalized neighborhoods and non-
marginalized neighborhoods of Districts 4 and 19.

Method

This research has used a mixed approach. In the qualitative approach, according to the research
question, the grounded theory method was used and NVivo software was used. The statistical
population included people over 18 years old living in the marginalized neighborhoods of areas
4 and 19 of Tehran (Golshan, Shemiran No, Dolatkhah and Esmaeil Abad) and non-
marginalized residents of these areas. Purposeful and theoretical sampling was carried out, and
theoretical saturation was achieved after conducting 30 in-depth and semi-structured
interviews. In the quantitative approach, the survey method was used the main tool for
collecting data for the present study was a questionnaire and the statistical population was the
same.

In order to find differences and similarities, marginalized neighborhoods were compared with
non- marginalized neighborhoods of the same areas. The unit of analysis was the individual,
and the sample size was estimated to be 400 people using the Cochran formula. The online
sampling method was used. Data entry and extraction of questionnaire information were
performed using SPSS software, and descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze
the data using one-way analysis of variance.

Findings

In the qualitative section, based on the analyses obtained from open coding and first and second
level coding, two selected categories were constructed: "Representation of marriage as an
essential institution of order and survival in the context of value transition” and "Economic
insecurity and tendency towards material values of marriage”, each of which also had
subcategories, which were ultimately constructed from the relationship between the categories,
the main category or the central phenomenon of "Economic insecurity and the dominance of
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material values as an obstacle to marriage”. In the quantitative section, the results of the findings
from measuring Inglehart's twelve-point values showed that the respondents' first choice in all
three sets of four values was material values, in other words, the respondents’ priority values,
like the findings in the qualitative section, are moving more towards material values.

Conclusion

The findings of this study in all the studied neighborhoods showed that despite the role of the
family in creating and maintaining social and economic order, for reasons such as job insecurity,
unemployment, high prices, low income, and increasing living costs, they were not inclined to
start a family and get married, and considered marriage conditional on economic stability. In
other words, the social values of marriage are moving towards materialization. From one
perspective, the findings of this study could be said to be inconsistent with Inglehart's theory of
value change, because Inglehart believes that with the increase in financial security in most
countries of the world, especially advanced industrial countries, people's values have changed
from material to post-material. Accordingly, if we consider non- marginalized neighborhoods
in Districts 19 and 4 of Tehran as equivalent to industrialized countries, and marginalized
neighborhoods as equivalent to non-industrialized countries, residents of non- marginalized
neighborhoods, according to Inglehart's perspective, should be more inclined towards the post-
material values of marriage, while the results showed that both marginalized and non-
marginalized neighborhoods tended towards the material values of marriage. On the other hand,
it can be said that the findings of this study were in line with Inglehart's value change theory,
because economic insecurity causes values related to marriage to move towards materialism.

Now, why are the values of marriage in marginalized neighborhoods, which are among the less
well-off neighborhoods, close to and similar to non- marginalized neighborhoods? The answer
can be said that, despite the inequality of the two contexts, economic insecurity has widely
affected the social values of marriage in both contexts and has diminished the spatial and
neighborhood differences. This, i.e., the move towards the polarization of the material values
of marriage, causes a distance from the post-material values of marriage, which can reduce
investment in the qualitative aspects of life. According to Inglehart, a balanced society is one
where material and metamaterial values coexist. Finally, it is suggested that welfare policies
move from focusing on temporary support to rebuilding “social and job security.”
Strengthening social protections in key areas such as facilitating access to housing, ensuring
job security for young people, and creating supportive platforms for the transition to financial
independence can take the pressure of “survival” off the family institution. Only by reducing
economic insecurity and strengthening formal support structures will it be possible to return the
values of marriage from the material and conditional realm to the social and human realm.
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